January 29, 2008

Dear friends and family,
To vote is the fundamental exercise of our democracy and also the sacred trust of each citizen. It is our moment to choose for ourselves and our children the course of our future.
A week from today most of you will vote in your State’s primary. Some of you will vote Republican, some Democratic. All of you – I strongly suspect – are beginning to settle on a choice for the next President. At the very least, I’m sure you know which candidate you don’t want.
When you do go to your local church or school, the choice you make will be of greater consequence to the future of this nation than any choice of any generation. It is not a choice between black or white, man or woman, Mormon or Baptist. It is a choice between preemptive war and domestic tranquility. It is a choice between economic security and continued ruin of the national treasury. It is a choice between rhetoric and results.
For Republicans, it is now a choice between Mitt Romney and John McCain. On February 9th, I will be caucusing for Mitt Romney in Washington State. I will join with a group of other Republicans and I will tell them what I am about to tell you.

For many voters in this election, the choice is now presumed to be either for or against Hillary Clinton. The candidacy of Barack Obama has energized Democrats who do not want a restoration of the Clinton White House. Many Republicans may now be heading toward nominating John McCain based solely on the hope that he will defeat Clinton in the fall. To me, a choice between Clinton and McCain is no choice at all.
John McCain has served the country valiantly. His military record is unimpeachable, and he has sacrificed more for the country than a great many people will ever be asked to sacrifice. But he is not qualified to be Commander-in-Chief. He is intemperate, quick to anger, and eager for war. His straight talk includes a presumption of other wars to come. He is stubborn in his contrarian opinions and singularly convinced of their superiority. His claims of bi-partisanship are euphemisms for his compromise of core Republican principles. He professes ignorance of the economy as though it were of no consequence to our ability to field a strong army. He cannot therefore be the heir to the mantle of the Party of Ronald Reagan, Dwight Eisenhower, Teddy Roosevelt, or Abraham Lincoln. Those men accepted the awesome responsibility of the power of the Republic, deploying it without relish and only as necessary.
I understand you may have hesitation about voting for a Mormon. I understand you may have a greater hesitation about voting for a Governor of Massachusetts. But Mitt Romney shares my belief in a limited government which acts – when it acts – in the best interests of the people it serves. He shares my belief that the government should not make promises it has no intention of keeping. He shares my belief in a strong military supported by a strong economy. He shares my belief in encouraging business through lower taxes. He shares my belief in the infinite capacity of the American people to innovate, create jobs, and propel themselves into a more promising future through their innate genius and industry.
For many of you, I know that faith is a motivating factor in your choice, and I know that Governor Huckabee is an appealing choice. However, after Florida’s primary election, a vote for Mike Huckabee is no different than a vote for John McCain. Mitt Romney may not share your religious beliefs, but John McCain certainly doesn’t share your social values.
For some of you, the prospect of Bill and Hillary Clinton returning to the White House is terrifying, and I share the fear. John McCain is certainly not Bill Clinton, but he is hardly a more palatable choice for me. I prefer to find the right Republican candidate, nominate him, and rely on the people of America to understand the clear difference between a new face in Washington and the naked ambitions of the dynastic duo.
Our nation, for better or worse, is at war. Our economy has undergone three decades of rapid change making it harder for many people to keep up. Our infrastructure is ageing and in some cases failing disastrously. Our energy supplies are threatened by global instability and a lack of innovation. Our politicians, Republicans and Democrats alike, have long promised much and delivered very little. We need to choose a President who will keep his promises.
Whatever choice you do make, I hope that you vote in your primary. But if you wish to join me in supporting Mitt Romney, please share this letter with others you know. Encourage them to do likewise.

Respectfully,
Brian Gaither.
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